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MONROE 2–ORLEANS 
Educational Foundation

A N N U A L

REPORT

Working to  

Make All the 

Difference FOR  

S T U D E N T S



What does this mean?
Some students are best served by non-traditional 
or alternative educational programs, such as special 
education, career and technical education and high 
school equivalency or Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion (TASC™). These programs have offered 
unique supports for students in meeting requirements for 
graduation. There are not many scholarship opportunities 
for students graduating from such programs. The 
Foundation exists to support these students by providing 
financial assistance for tuition, continued specialized 
support and appropriate educational supplies.

The Monroe 2–Orleans 
Educational Foundation 
supports students who have taken a non-traditional path 
through their K-12 schooling and who plan to continue 
on to college or pursue career training.

2019 $5,000 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
Stephen B. (Kendall)

Make All the Difference 
Scholarship

Ethan B. (Holley)
Make All the Difference 

Hochreiter Family Scholarship

Anthony C. (Greece)
Make All the Difference  

Aramark Scholarship

Abigail C. (Kendall)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Madelyn C. (Gates Chili)
Make All the Difference 

Rochester West Central Kiwanis 
Scholarship

Kayla D. (Greece)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Patrick D. (Greece) 
Make All the Difference  

Campus Construction Scholarship

Braden F. (Holley)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Caroline F. (Hilton) 
Make All the Difference  

Harris Beach PLLC Scholarship

Adriana H. (Churchville-Chili)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Rachel H. (Greece)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Alexander H. (Brockport)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Emily H. (Gates Chili)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Andrew L. (Greece)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Elizabeth M. (RCSD)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Kayla N. (Gates Chili)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Kayla N. (Rush-Henrietta)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Stephen N. (Churchville-Chili)
Make All the Difference  

Aramark Scholarship

Jordan S. (Wheatland-Chili)
Make All the Difference 

Scholarship

Ryan S. (Hilton)
Make All the Difference 

 LaBella Associates Scholarship
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What does the Foundation do?
Created in 2002, the Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) 
nonprofit organization that provides funding for:

• Scholarships up to $5,000 to help students in 
alternative programs pursue education or career 
training after high school

• Monetary awards of up to $500 for educational 
purposes

• Research and development to improve educational 
opportunities and practices for these students

The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation 
serves students in nine school districts in Western 
Monroe and Eastern Orleans Counties. 

The Foundation’s fiscal year is  
July 1 through June 30.

We work with, but are  

independent of,  

the Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES.
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Dear Friend and Supporter,

I am so pleased to report to you another 
banner year for the Monroe 2–Orleans 
Educational Foundation. We cannot thank you 
enough for your generous support and for 
enabling the successes contained in our 2019 
Annual Report.

We recognize that this report arrives during 
a time of uncertainty due to health concerns 
about the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic. The Foundation 
Board hopes you and your families are well. The days of social 
distancing have made many of us realize what is truly important 
in life: connecting with and helping others. The changes in 
lifestyle caused by the pandemic have reinforced the urgency 
of the Foundation’s mission: helping students get a boost in a 
world of unforeseen challenges.

We were honored to award 20 students with “Make All the 
Difference Scholarships” in 2019, a record high! These students 
beautifully demonstrated how “taking the road less traveled” 
helped form their career aspirations, and prepared them for 
their next steps to college or certificated training programs. A 
special thank you to our community-based Scholarship Review 
Committee for the many hours reviewing and scoring the very 
competitive applications. 

We held our scholarship reception on May 30, 2019 to honor 
our scholarship recipients and introduce them to the greater 
educational community. It was such an inspiring and enjoyable 
evening to meet these wonderful students and their families. 
This event always underscores why our Foundation exists and 
always energizes us for the future. 

Our Annual Foundation Celebration on November 2, 2019 at 
Ridgemont County Club was a spectacular evening and set 
new attendance and fundraising records. Your generosity and 
commitment to this Foundation yielded over $60,000, which 
solidly propels us ahead to the coming year with funds and 
resources to make more dreams come true. Our speakers, a 
current scholarship recipient and a past recipient, shared stories 
of courage and determination and graciously acknowledged the 
importance of the scholarships for their early successes.

Please note the dedicated and hard-working members of our 
Foundation Board, whose collective passion and creativity lift 
us to new heights each year.  We want to thank our departing 
Board members Kathleen Graupman and Dave Dimbleby 
for their great service to our Board, and welcome three new 
Board members, Leigh Nenni, Dr. Deborah Leh and Dr. Casey 
Kosiorek.  

Looking ahead to this spring’s new scholarship round, we are 
pleased to announce a new category of “awards” in addition our 
traditional scholarships. These awards will provide up to $500 for 
supplies or fees for students entering apprenticeships or other 
non-tuition based career training. 

Another great year is behind us, and the next is coming with 
new stories to tell, and more excitement to experience for so 
many deserving and hard-working students. Thank you for this 
incredible partnership and your continued support; the  
Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation is indeed in a very 
good place for the future. 

Hope you are having a great 2020.  Enjoy reading the pages 
ahead! 

Respectfully,

Joe Kelly
Board President

Joseph Kelly
President
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The following pages contain excerpts from scholarship 
recipients’ essays submitted with their applications for the 
Make All the Difference Scholarships.

Through the WEMOCO program of which 
I have been involved in for two years I have 
taken Plumbing and HVAC. But currently I am 
in the HVAC program and throughout this 
year l have developed a true passion for this 
trade and plan on continuing to expand my 
knowledge after high school. Even though I 
have not completed this course I believe it has 
made a significant difference in my life and it 
has also prepared me for the future to come in many ways.  After 
high school I plan to go into an HVAC training program with 
Wolf Mechanical, I have worked for them throughout my junior 
year as an intern and then over the summer they took me on full 
time. Upon asking if they would take me into an apprenticeship 
program after high school they gladly agreed to do so. In 
conclusion the WEMOCO program has been a great experience 
and has allowed me to accomplish so much in the 2 years I’ve 
been involved. Not only has it made significant differences in my 
life but it has been a great help in preparing me fora successful 
future after high school.

A L E X A N D E R  H .  B R O C K P O R T

A D R I A N A  H .  CHURCHVILLE-CHILI
There is something so empowering about 
being able to help those who look to you in 
their times of need. I was set on nursing before 
I actually knew anything about it. I had no idea 
about the rigorous curriculum, the competitive 
atmosphere, the amount of schooling, or most 
importantly, the impact nursing would have on 
my life. Being in this program has prepared me 
for the future in many ways. CNA has exposed 
me to the theoretical and real-world aspects 
of the job. After graduating, I can use my CNA certification to 
practice in a nursing home or hospital, which will then allow me 
to gain experience for my future as a nurse practitioner. Going 
into college for nursing I feel more prepared than a regular 
student as I have background knowledge and experience 
because of the nursing assistant program offered to me at 
WEMOCO. I’m so thankful for this opportunity which has helped 
shaped me into the person I am today and the person I plan 
to become in the future. After high school I intend on majoring 
in nursing. Currently I have been accepted to West Virginia 
University, University of Tennessee Knoxville, and The College of 
Brockport.
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I have applied and been accepted to the 
Automotive Service and High Performance 
programs at the University of Northwestern 
Ohio. I was introduced to the WEMOCO 
Automotive Technology & Repair program 
when I moved to Greece in 2017 and ever 
since I enrolled my junior year it’s been 
nothing but an awesome experience. I’ve 
learned the importance of professionalism, 
studying, paying attention, and staying focused. Participating 
in this program has prepared me for my future by introducing 
me to what a real shop is like. I’ve learned how to do most 
of the common maintenance work on cars like brake jobs, oil 
changes, tire balancing and rotations, basic electronics, and 
diagnostics. This training will help me in my career because I’m 
learning how to do the jobs I’ll be required to do as a technician. 
I’ll be attending the University of Northwestern Ohio for a dual 
degree in Automotive Service and High Performance. My plans 
after college are to earn a couple years of experience in the 
automotive industry and then open a shop. But not just your 
average mom and pop shop, I’m going to have a chain of shops 
across the country.

A N T H O N Y  C .  G R E E C E

From freshman year to senior year, I have 
been a member of the Crossroads Alternative 
program at Gates Chili High School. 
Crossroads is an alternative program for 
students who experience difficulties that 
prevent them from doing well in school. 
While being in this program, I can say that it 
has greatly impacted my life and education. 
For instance, I used to experience anxiety 
attacks almost every day at school from being stressed or not 
understanding what I’m learning. Being in Crossroads has helped 
me overcome my anxiety, improve my grades, and overall made 
me a better person. Junior year, I started the CNA program 
at Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES in which I found my passion for 
nursing. Both Crossroads and WEMOCO have made a significant 
difference and prepared me for college tremendously. In the fall, 
I will be attending Genesee Community College for the Nursing 
Program and prerequisite classes. If I was not in either of these 
programs, I would have not experienced school with the same 
perspective. It would have been more difficult, and I would have 
not pushed myself to do my best and reach for the goals I set for 
myself and my future.

K AY L A  N .  G AT E S  C H I L I
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 I’m fortunate not to be the same person I was 
years ago. When I was in middle school, I had 
some anger issues, I really think I just wanted 
attention, but it was enough of a problem 
to cause them to send me to another school 
designed to help kids like me. I had a lot of 
help from teachers and my accommodations. 
The test accommodations gave me a quiet 
place to work and to do those weird things 
I do to ease my anxiety and focus without disturbing others. 
It also helped that I had extended time which allowed me to 
do all those things without fear of running out of time. My test 
accommodations helped me learn time management, quicker de-
stress techniques and much more. I don’t think that I could have 
completed high school without it.  I want to be an Engineer, but 
I am not entirely sure what kind of Engineering I want to study. 
I think perhaps civil or mechanical engineering. I like problem 
solving, puzzles and working with my hands, so those are the ones 
I might choose. I am applying to MCC first and then planning to 
go to RIT after.

J O R D A N  S .  W H E AT L A N D - C H I L I

In my life, I have endured many obstacles, one 
of them being a rare eye disease. As I learned 
to deal with this obstacle I found compassion 
within myself to help others. Before I was 
diagnosed I would still have the urge to help 
others, I had always been a compassionate 
person but with this disease, it grew stronger. I 
joined the Child and Family Development class 
in search of simply learning about people, but 
it did so much more than that for me. I found myself, all while 
learning to help others. The biggest lesson I ever learned in that 
class was to never assume anything. I now walk into people’s 
lives willing to learn about them and who they are. The Child 
and Family Development class I am in has shown me the career 
pathway I would like to take to achieve my goals. It has shown 
me new skills and honestly solidified my need to help those I so 
naturally seek out. This class has shown me the acceptance of 
others, how to explore helpful programs, how to advocate more 
efficiently for myself, but others as well. I have applied and been 
accepted to Genesee Community College. I will be majoring in 
Social Work and hope to explore the many fields involved. My 
dream is to become a child advocate lawyer.

A B I G A I L  C .  KENDALL
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Gold Sponsors ($2,500-$4,999)

Aramark

Bronze Sponsors ($500-$999)
Jo Anne L. Antonacci

AXA Advisors/Kelly DeMay

BBT Construction Services

The Bonadio Group

Dr. Susan J. Brannen

The College at Brockport 
School of Education, Health 

and Human Services

Elisabeth Curran

Barbara Cutrona

Day Automation

Tim Dobbertin and Family

Bernie P. Donegan, Inc.

Tod and Maura Eagle

Fastech Renovations and 
Electric

Grandpa Sam’s

Kathleen Graupman

The Hochreiter Family

Hunt EAS

Joe and Diane Kelly

Dr. Deborah Leh

Ita Lipari

Lipari Insurance 
Agency LLC

Joyce Metcalf

Mindex Technologies

Mondavi Design

Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES 
Teachers’ Association

Nazareth College

Linda O’Laughlin

Omni Financial Group, Inc.

Dr. Marijo Pearson & Family

Regional Distributors

St. John Fisher College

Summit Federal Credit Union

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Ten Haken

R.G. Timbs, Inc.

Mary Tremiti

Ray F. Wager, CPA, P.C.

Platinum Sponsors ($5,000 and over)

Crimson Sponsors: ($1,000-$2,499)
AP Plumbing

Keith Bock/BDP Wealth 
Management 

Cameron Manufacturing  
& Design 

Flaherty, Salmin CPAs 

Fusion Digital 

Gallagher Benefit Services 

Dorothy Green 

Home Instead Senior Care 

Laborers’ Local 435/LECET 

M&T Bank 

Sue Rizzo 

SEI Design Group 

SixPoint Financial Partners 

Sortino Properties 

Spoleta Construction 

SPX FLOW

SWBR

Campus Construction 
Management Group 

Harris Beach PLLC 

LaBella Associates 

Precision Properties, LLC / 
George Pietropaolo 

Rochester West Central 
Kiwanis Club 

2 0 1 9 
DONORS
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Dee Alexander  

Micki Abbatiello  
 

Annalisa Allegro  
 

John Antonacci 
 

Clementine Barkley  
 

John Beres  
 

Berry Consulting Services LLC  
 

Dr. Orrin Bowman
 

Matt Brown  
 

Terry Ann Carbone  
 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Castaldo
 

Doug Comanzo  
 

Cynthea Cuthbert  

Christopher Dailey  
 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
 

Nancy Demarkis-Tese  
 

Fred Demmans 

Fedele’s Brook House 
Restaurant  

 
Philip Fedele  

 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Fenlon

 
Dr. and Mrs. Harlow Fisher 

 
Annette Galvano  

 
Mary Ann Geonie  

 
Julia Hahn  

 
Debbie Horek  

 

Lisa Jackson  
 

Janice Kandor  
 

Kenneth Kofod  
 

Angie Lechner  
 

Mary Love  
 

Barbara A. Martorana  
 

Mobility Works, Inc.  
 

Susan Nicolazzo  
 

Philip Ortolani  
 

Lynda Pasco  
 

Ann Pompa  
 

Stephen Reszitnyk  
 

Steven Roland  
 

Michelle M. Ryan  
 

Ryan Scavuzzo  
 

Judith Severance  
 

Jody Siegle  
 

Bernadette Skobjak  
 

Robert Slocum  
 

Mary W. Thomas  
 

Tina Thompson  
 

Josephine Valenti  
 

Dominic Velardi  
 

Christy F. Vick   
 

Judith Wadsworth  

Friends of the Foundation (Up to $499) 

Mary Alice Bowman 
Tom Doran 

Gerald Hochreiter 
Sam R. Lipari 

Michael J. LoPresti Jr. 

Rodney Lowe 
Dominic Masiello 

Dr. Michael C. O’Laughlin 
Robert L. Thompson 

Alfred Valenti and Len Pulio

Gifts made in memory of

2 0 1 9 
DONORS

2 0 1 9 
DONORS

Gifts made in tribute to:
Jo Anne Antonacci
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Donations of goods and services for 

2 0 1 9 CELEBRATION

If you would like to become a sponsor, donate 

an auction item for the event or volunteer  

please email sdawe@monroe2boces.org  

or call (585) 349-9009.

5 O’Clock Somewhere Wine & 
Liquor, Corey Johnston

Advantage Federal Credit Union
Agatina’s Restaurant

Arc and Flame Center
Betsy Armes

Marcia Bartalo
Blossom Salon, Stephanie McKain

Bodymind Float Center
Dan Box

Henry Boyer
Susan Brannen

Breathe Yoga, Lori Roe
Lindsey Brugger
Linda Burlingame

Chef’s Catering, Michael Zazzaro
Cooks World

Darien Lake Theme Park Resort
DelMonte Hotel Group

Kathleen Dillon
Cassandra DiPasquale

The Distillery
Dome Arena, Jeff Calkins
Dot’s Homestyle Pretzels,

Dave Lintz
Dunkin Donuts, Abbie Celeste

Tod and Maura Eagle
Eli Fish Brewing Company

Encore Chocolates, Aaron Stiebitz
Entercom Rochester

Nancy Geraci
Geva Theatre Center

Goat Isle Soap
Grandpa Sam’s

Courtney Haeick
Hilton Garden Inn
Jines Restaurant

Joe Kelly
Kelly’s Farm Market

Deb and Casey Kosiorek
Heidi Laplant LMT

Linstar
Lost Borough Brewing Company

Gary Manuse and Bill Sablosky
Barbara Martorana

Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES Career 
and Technical Education Students

Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES  
CWD Employees

Monroe 2–Orleans Educational 
Foundation

Monte Alban Mexican Grill, 
Francisco Eoyoque

Leigh Nenni
Nitty Gritty Hair and Waxing Parlor, 

Charlotte Howell
Casey Olson
Phil Ortolani

Jaren Outhouse
Nichole Outhouse

Pelican’s Nest
Perlo’s Restaurant, Donna Perlo

Lino Presutti
Quill Creations, Allison Bartkowski

Ridgemont Country Club,  
Jim Cuccinelli

Ritual Salon, Nicole Antonini
Sue Rizzo

Rochester Americans/Knighthawks, 
Ryan Harr

Rochester Museum and  
Science Center

Lori Roe
Lisa Ruestow
Paul Salmin

Seabreeze Amusement Park
Susan Sennett

Sew Creative, Lisa Swisher
Ski Company Mountain Sports

So Sandi
Starbucks Coffee

Sweet Memories, Marina Barigelli
Tantalo Photography

Rick Timbs
Janet VanZile

Vitale’s Italian Restaurant
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A SUCCESSFUL CELEBRATION

SAVE THE DATE
for the 2020 Educational Foundation Celebration:

Saturday, November 14, 2020 at Ridgemont Country Club.

A student speaker poses for a photo with the foundation board 
members. Back row, l-r: Student speaker Madelyn Crowley, and 
board members Jo Anne Antonacci (Ex Officio), Susan Rizzo, 
Michael Crumb, Casey Kosiorek, Keith Bock, Nancy Geraci. Front 
row, l-r: Elisabeth Curran, Barbara Cutrona, Joseph Kelly, Michelle 
Erklenz-Watts, Paul Salmin Not pictured: Board members Dee 
Alexander, Susan Brannen, William Dadey, Tod Eagle, Matthew 
Huber, Deborah Leh, Rachel Muniz, Leigh Nenni and student 
speaker Janelle Failing
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The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation celebrated 
another year of record-breaking fundraising. Thanks to 
the generosity of sponsors, donors and attendees, this 
year’s event raised more than $60,000. The money will go 
towards funding student scholarships. 

Make All the Difference Scholarship recipients Madelyn 
Crowley, of Gates Chili, and Janelle Failing, of Brockport, 
each addressed the crowd of more than 250 people. 
They shared their stories of how these scholarships 
impacted their lives. This year’s scholarship recipients will 
be announced in the spring of 2020. Each recipient will 
be awarded up to $5,000 toward college or further career 
training. 

Donors of $500 or more are entitled to complimentary 

admission to the Annual Celebration. The various 

giving levels are printed on the donation card in the 

back of this report. For more details on giving levels 

and sponsorships, please call (585) 349-9009.
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Michael Crumb Elisabeth Curran

Joseph Kelly
President

Dee Alexander
Secretary

Keith Bock

Michelle Erklenz-Watts, Ph.D.
Vice President

Paul Salmin, CPA
Treasurer

Susan Brannen, Au.D.

Barbara Cutrona William J. Dadey, Ph.D.
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If you have an interest in 

becoming a Foundation  

Board member, please 

send a letter of intent to 

the Foundation, attention 

Joseph Kelly, President.

Nancy Geraci

Casey Kosiorek, Ed. D.

Rachel Magar

Susan Rizzo

C. Tod Eagle

Matthew Huber

Deborah Leh, 
Ed. D.

Leigh Nenni

Jo Anne Antonacci,
Ex Officio



M A N Y  PAT H S  
TO GIVING

The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation is a 501 (c) 
(3) nonprofit organization. Gifts to the Foundation are tax 
deductible. There are many ways to positively impact our 
students by donating to the Foundation:

Bequests, Life Insurance, Retirement Plans
These options allow donors to make gifts using assets upon 
their death. Bequests allow you to designate a specific 
amount, a percentage of your estate, or all of what remains 
after you consider others. Bequests will allow you to reduce 
estate taxes. The Foundation may also be named as the 
beneficiary of a life insurance policy, or be given a retirement 
plan principal or income.

Cash Gifts
Most donors make their gifts and pledge payments by check 
or cash. For tax purposes, the gift date is the postmark date 
on the envelope, or the date the check is hand-delivered.

Charitable Gift Annuities (Life Income)
Making a life income gift can allow you to maintain or increase 
your income. This income can be paid to you, and then to your 
spouse or another individual for his or her lifetime. You receive 
the immediate tax benefits, and the Foundation receives your 
gift when the life income payments are complete.

Commemorative Gifts
Contributions to the Foundation are a great way to recognize 
a special individual or commemorate a significant event. The 
Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation gladly accepts 
gifts made in honor or memory of an individual. Special 
recognition giving cards are available.

Corporate Matching Gifts
You may be able to double or triple your gift if you work at or 
are retired from a company that has a matching gifts program. 
Please contact your employer’s human resources office for 
forms and information.
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Thank you  
for your support



MANY PATHS TO GIVINGM A N Y  PAT H S  
TO GIVING

For more information

Gifts of Appreciated Securities (Stock Gifts)
Tax laws allow you to give appreciated securities and take a 
tax deduction for current value, and generally bypass capital 
gains taxes that would be due if you sold them, making it 
more cost-effective to contribute a gift.

Qualified Charitable IRA Distribution
A qualified charitable distribution is a charitable contribution 
from an IRA made directly to an eligible charity. The owner of 
the account isn’t taxed on it which gives your donation added 
impact for the Foundation. Please contact your financial and/
or tax advisors for further guidance on this type of donation.

Real Estate
Your home, land and other real estate may be used to make an 
immediate or life income gift. As with appreciated securities, 
real estate gifts held more than a year can offer significant tax 
benefits. The value of your gift will need an appraisal, required 
by the IRS.
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The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation is proud 

to partner with the Rochester Area Community Foundation 

(RACF). RACF manages the Educational Foundation’s assets, 

provides support services, and raises the Foundation’s stature 

in the regional philanthropic community.

Gifts can be made via credit card by calling  
(585) 349-9009 or on the Foundation website at:   

www.makeallthedifference.org  
A donation or event sponsorship of $2,500 entitles  
the donor the opportunity to name a scholarship  

awarded to one of our students.

 
(585) 349-9009

www.makeallthedifference.org

Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation

P.O. Box 495

Spencerport, NY 14559
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Please send your contribution and the 
completed Giving Card to:
The Monroe 2–Orleans Educational Foundation
P.O. Box 495
Spencerport, NY 14559
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